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12,  Market  Place, 

Sleaford. 

August,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952.  The  statistics  show  that  there  has  been  quite  a notice- 
able increase  in  the  population  in  the  Council’s  area  during  the 
year. 

There  were  no  epidemics  which  assumed  serious  proportions 
and  I am  pleased  to  record  that  your  area  remained  remarkably 
free  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the 
Infant  Mortality  rate.  No  special  factor  appears  to  have  been 
present  here  and  it  must  be  appreciated  that  when  dealing  with 
relatively  small  numbers  a quite  wrong  impression  is  often  given 
when  converted  to  a percentage  basis. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  proceeded  satisfactorily 
and  this  illness  is  now,  thanks  to  the  nationwide  campaign  against 
it,  becoming  something  of  a rarity.  The  same  cannot  be  said, 
unfortunately,  about  Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  Since  the 
removal  of  Regulations  for  Compulsory  Vaccination  there  has  been 
a marked  decline  in  the  numbers  of  people  coming  forward  for 
this  service.  When  Smallpox  does  break  out  it  spreads  rapidly 
and  is  a very  fatal  disease  in  the  unvaccinated.  I am  afraid  that 
unless  a better  response  for  this  service  is  forthcoming  we  shall  see 
Smallpox  once  again  becoming  a very  real  menace  in  this  country. 
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The  housing  position  is  showing  a steady  but  definite  improve- 
ment but  there  still  remains  the  tremendous  problem  of  existing 
houses  which  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has,  himself,  dealt  more  fully  with  this  difficult  question. 
New^  housing  projects  in  some  of  the  villages  are  still  being  delayed 
by  lack  of  suitable  water  and  sewage  systems.  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  at  last  a start  has  been  made  on  the  Regional  Water 
Scheme  and  several  of  the  villages  will  soon  be  enjoying  this  long 
awaited  and  very  necessary  amenity. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Staff  for  their  excellent  support  in  all  matters 
during  the  last  year. 

I am, 


Yours  faithfully. 


JOHN  W.  SCHOLEY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  acres  123,406 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figure  1952): — 

Total  home  population  (includes  members  of 

H.M.  Forces  stationed  in  the  area)  23,450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,282 

Rateable  Value  £72,179 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate £280 


The  Rural  District  of  East  Kesteven  comprises  41  civil  parishes 
and  extends  to  123,406  acres  (193  square  miles)  from  the  now 
reclaimed  and  fertile  fenlands  to  the  fringe  of  the  limestone  hills  of 
the  Midland  Shires.  Situated  in  the  Kesteven  Division  of  Lincoln- 
shire, it  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  River  Witham  and  the  great 
Forty  Foot  Drain.  On  the  south  the  District  limit  is  defined  for 
some  distance  by  the  main  road  from  Grantham  to  the  East  Coast. 
It  passes  across  this  towards  Folkingham,  on  the  trunk  road  from 
Lincoln  to  London,  and  then  takes  a north-westerly  course  to 
Ermine  Street  at  Wilsford  Heath.  This  long  straight  road  is  fol- 
lowed northwards  past  Byard’s  Leap  to  Temple  Bruer,  where  the 
boundary  turns  eastwards  again,  crossing  the  Lincoln  road  at 
Blankney  Heath  and  thence  past  Metheringham  station  and  along 
the  line  of  Metheringham  Delph,  back  to  the  River  Witham. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  district  generally,  are  engaged  in  agri- 
culture. In  addition  there  are  to  be  found  a few  minor  miscel- 
laneous trades  and  industries  and  large  R.A.F.  establishments  at 
Cranwell  and  Digby. 

NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN 
EAST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING 


1948, 

1949,  1950, 
1948 

1951  and  1952. 
1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  32 

23 

64 

4 

31 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

...  352 

28 

219 

357 

73 

Whooping  Cough 

...  109 

23 

118 

123 

169 

Acute  Pneumonia 

...  7 

1 

6 

23 

7 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  4 

1 

61 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentry 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

...  9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

...  2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

...  — 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

...  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

. . . — 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

...  520 

82 

471 

522 

288 
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NUMBER  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1952. 


Males  Females  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

— 

, , other  

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

2 

5 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

2 

1 

,,  ,,  breast  

— 

4 

, , , , uterus  

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

10 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

1 

5 

Other  heart  diseases  

8 

12 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

7 

Bronchitis 

6 

— 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

6 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

10 

15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

1 

All  other  accidents  

4 

— 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

2 

1 


1 

7 

3 

4 
1 

11 

2 

26 

24 
6 

20 

7 

12 

6 

1 

1 

6 

3 
1 
1 

25 
7 

4 
1 
1 
2 


All  causes 


87 


97 


184 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Groups 
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11 

23 

1 

3—4 

9 

15 

1 

4—5 

9 

27 

2 

5—10 

28 

71 

16 

10—15 

5 

4 

5 

15—20 

1 

— 

5 

20—35 

— 

2 

— 

35—45 

1 

2 

45—65 

65  & over 

1 

Totals 

73 

169 

31 

1 

1 


1 
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— 211 
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NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN 
EAST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1952. 


Civilian 

Cases 

Service 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

4 

4 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

72 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

169 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1952. 


Age  Periods 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  & upwards 


NEW  CASES 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 — 


Totals  ...  1 3 — 1 1 — 


CANCER  DEATHS. 


(Taken  from  the  Return  of  Deaths  to  the  Sanitary  Authority). 


Age 

Under  50 
50—60 
60—70 
70—80  . 

Over  80 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1952. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1952. 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 
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Rates  per 

1,000  Home 

Population 

Births  : 

Live  Births  ... 

0.00 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

Still  Births  ... 

0.11 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

22.6(a) 

24.6(a) 

23.0(a) 

19.2 

(a) 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

8.63 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

Typhoid  and 
paratyphoid  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.047 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

Influenza 

0.00 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

and  polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.56 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

Notifications  (Corrected)  : 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 
Meningococcal 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

infection 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever 

1.32 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

Whooping  cough 

7.24 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.08 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

3.11 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

Pneumonia  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including 

0.29 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic  ... 

0.00 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

Non-paralytic 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Food  poisoning 

0.00 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 
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Deaths  : 


Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 


All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age  ...  47.54 

Enteritis  & diarrhoea 
under  two  years 
of  age  0.00 


27.6(b)  31.2 

1.1  1.3 


25.8  23.8 

0.5  0.7 


Notifications  (Corrected)  : Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  8C  Still)  Births 

Puerperal  fever  and 

pyrexia  2.73  17.87(a)  23.94(a)  10.22(a)  30.77 

(a) 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


Intermediate  List 
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Sepsis  of  pregnancy  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

0.00 

0.09 

0.00 

61 

f 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

0.00 

0.02 

1 

13 

A116 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

0.00 

0.21 

0.00' 

147 

A117 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

0.00 

0.09 

0.00 

59 

A118 

Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia  ... 

0.00 

0.04 

3 

31 

A119 

Abortion  with  sepsis  ... 

0.00 

0.07 

5 

47 

A120 

Other  complications  of  preg- 
nancy, child  birth  and  the 
puerperium 

0.00 

0.20 

0.00 

138 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
18,  Northgate, 

SLEAFORD. 

July,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  and  activities  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the 
year  1952. 

After  many  years  of  frustration  in  your  endeavours  to  provide 
comprehensive  water  and  sewerage  schemes,  the  commencement  of 
the  first  stage  of  the  Southern  Regional  Water  Scheme  was  without 
question  the  most  important  development  during  the  year  towards 
improved  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  both  the  water  and  sewerage  schemes  envisaged  by  the 
Council  will  be  allowed  to  progress  side  by  side. 

The  building  of  new  housing  accommodation  has  continued 
satisfactorily  and  shews  a creditable  achievement. 

Parallel  with  the  problem  of  providing  new  housing  accom- 
modation is  the  problem  of  the  unfit  house.  This  is  a problem  of 
startling  dimensions  and  one  tbat  will  have  to  be  tackled  cour- 
ageously and  without  fear  or  favour.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Government  will  not  long  delay  the  commencement  of  an  ener- 
getic slum  clearance  programme. 

The  work  of  the  department  continues  to  function  smoothly 
and  efficiently,  and  although  your  officers  are  working  under 
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extreme  difficulties  arising  out  of  increased  costs  for  building 
materials  and  labour,  and  ineffective  legislation,  the  report  shews 
that  some  steady  progress  is  being  maintained  in  improving  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and 
efficiency  of  the  Public  Health  staff,  and  of  the  co-operation  and 
pleasant  relations  that  have  been  shewn  by  my  colleagues  in  all 
departments.  I am  particularly  indebted  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  and  his  deputy  for  their  advice  and  assistance  so  readily 
given. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I have  to  thank  you 
for  your  continued  interest  and  the  support  you  have  shewn  in  my 
work. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  A.  F.  SAVILLE. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Cranwell  sewerage  scheme 
was  completed,  and  under  the  supervision  of  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment, all  houses  were  connected  to  the  new  sewer,  and  existing 
drainage  systems  required  to  be  repaired  or  renewed  where 
necessary. 

Several  householders  converted  the  existing  earth  closets  to 
water  carriage  without  delay  but  in  37  cases  Statutory  Notices 
were  served  under  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  requiring  the  replacement  of  existing  closets  to 
water  closets  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  owners  and  of  the  local 
authority.  It  is  particularly  satisfying  to  report  that  this  scheme 
has  now  been  completed  and  with  the  conversions  to  water  carri- 
age the  pollution  of  the  water  bearing  strata  in  the  Lincolnshire 
Limestone  will  have  been  eliminated  from  this  source. 

Although  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Cranwell  scheme  has 
been  completed,  such  progress  in  other  directions  is  so  relatively 
slow.  Despite  approval  in  principle  being  received  in  1949  in 
respect  of  schemes  for  the  re-sewering  of  the  villages  of  Ruskington, 
Billinghay,  Heckington  and  Great  Hale,  starting  dates  had  not  been 
awarded  by  the  Ministry  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  some  progress  will  be  reported  by  the  end  of  1953. 
Schemes  were  also  prepared  for  Martin,  Scopwick  and  Dorrington. 

As  has  been  reported  for  many  years  the  inadequate  sewerage 
of  the  district  and  the  inefficient  treatment  of  the  sewage  often  gives 
rise  to  serious  complaints.  These  complaints  are  not  so  frequent  as 
hitherto,  but  this  position,  however,  does  not  mean  that  complaints 
are  not  justified,  but  rather,  that  it  seems  a waste  of  time  to'  com- 
plain. The  public  can,  however,  rest  assured  that  the  Council  and 
their  officers  are  fully  aware  of  the  inadequate  and  obsolete  sewer- 
age arrangements  prevailing  generally  throughout  their  district  and 
are  constantly  endeavouring  to  improve  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  their  area. 

The  erection  of  new  houses,  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to 
watercarriage  and  the  supply  of  piped  water  supplies  only  aggra- 
vate the  problem  of  sewage  disposal  and  in  some  cases  the  existing 
arrangements  are  grossly  overloaded  and  the  inefficient  treatment 
results  in  dykes  and  ditches  becoming  foul  smelling  sewer  dykes. 

Direct  labour  is  employed  by  the  Council  for  the  rodding  and 
cleaning  of  these  dykes  and  the  frequent  emptying  of  the  septic 
tanks  by  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Machine  temporarily 
alleviates  the  nuisances  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory  sewerage 
arrangements  prevailing  in  the  area.  I can  only  repeat  what  has 
been  said  so  many  times  before,  and  that  is,  that  the  construction 
of  adequate  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  plants  should  not  be 
divorced  from  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  and  if  any 
real  sanitary  progress  is  to  be  made,  then  it  is  essential  that  these 
services  should  progress  together. 


EXAMINATION  OF  SEWAGE  EFFLUENTS 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  conversion  of  earth  closets  to  watercarriage  continues  to 
be  slow  and  the  majority  of  such  conversions  have  been  carried  out 
by  owner-occupiers  and  at  business  premises,  particularly  licensed 
houses. 

The  majority  of  the  older  properties  within  the  Council’s  area 
are  served  with  vault  closets  or  privies,  which  are  a most  objec- 
tionable type  of  convenience. 

It  is,  unfortunately,  not  possible  to  put  into  effect  the  conver- 
sion of  these  closets  to  watercarriage  on  a large  scale  owing  to  the 
inadequate  nature  or  absence  of  sewerage  works  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  as  such  new  sewerage  schemes  materialise,  the  Coun- 
cil are  requesting  the  replacement  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  by  water 
closets  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  owner  and  of  the  local  authority 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  In  this  connection,  as  the  Cranwell  scheme  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  37  Statutory  Notices  were  served  on  owners 
requiring  the  replacement  of  existing  closets  and  8 owners  had 
already  taken  steps  to  carry  out  this  work  on  their  own  initiative. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Scheme  has  to  some  con- 
siderable extent  relieved  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  emptying  of 
these  foul  closets  and  it  is  readily  available  on  hire  by  private 
persons;  a small  charge  being  made  in  connection  with  this  work. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  continues  to 
function  satisfactorily  and  the  almost  complete  lack  of  complaints 
received  by  the  department  in  connection  with  this  service  confirms 
its  efficiency. 

The  frequency  of  the  collection  appears  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  district  at  the  present  time;  the  larger  parishes,  Ruskington, 
Billinghay  and  Heckington  being  serviced  weekly  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  district  fortnightly.  The  present  ‘kerbside’  system 
of  collection  continues  to  provide  a welcome  service  to  the  majority 
although  a weekly  ‘carry  out’  system  of  collection  for  the  whole 
of  the  area  is  both  desirable  from  a public  health  point  of  view  and 
the  ideal  to  which  we  should  aim.  Obviously  from  a sanitary  view- 
point there  can  be  no  objections  to  such  a scheme  but  its  inception 
would  impose  a heavy  financial  burden  upon  the  ratepayers  as 
additional  labour  and  vehicles  would  be  required,  together  with 
increased  running  costs,  higher  mileages  and  longer  carries.  It  is 
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for  this  reason  that  the  Council  feel  that  for  the  immediate  future 
no  improvement  in  that  direction  should  be  authorised.  However, 
additional  outlying  groups  of  cottages  have  been  embraced  within 
the  scheme  during  the  past  year  and  this  service  has  been  appre- 
ciated by  the  occupants. 

In  those  cases  where  occupiers  are  not  physically  capable  of 
carrying  out  their  own  dustbins,  either  through  old  age  or  illness, 
the  workmen  do  so  on  request. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  with  regard  to  the  staff  avail- 
able for  this  work  and  it  is  hoped  that  replacements  of  elderly 
workmen  will  be  effected  during  the  coming  year  with  a conse- 
quent saving  in  manpower  and  finance. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping 
at  tips  situated  at  Ruskington,  Billinghay,  Martin,  South  Rauceby 
and  Aswarby.  Approximately  3,500  tons  of  refuse  was  disposed  of 
by  this  method  during  the  3/ear.  As  reported  in  previous  years  the 
difficulties  are  two-fold;  the  almost  complete  lack  of  suitable  cover- 
ing material  readily  available  and  the  indiscriminate  tipping  of 
refuse  by  unknown  persons.  However,  these  difficulties  are  not  as 
serious  as  hitherto  since  the  Council  authorised  the  hire  of  trans- 
port and  mechanical  loaders  to  utilise  the  excavated  material  from 
the  Council’s  new  housing  estates  which  has  been  of  tremendous 
help  and  the  practise  of  indiscriminate  tipping  has  not  been  so 
frequent  during  the  past  year.  In  a few  cases  indiscriminate  tipping 
of  refuse  has  occurred  on  verges  and  in  dykes  and  ditches  and  the 
removal  of  the  refuse  has  been  carried  out  by  the  department  but 
immediate  action  under  the  byelaws  for  good  rule  and  government 
should  be  instituted  against  offenders  in  the  future  when  they  can 
be  traced. 

All  tips  have  been  frequently  treated  with  a suitable  tip  dress- 
ing containing  D.D.T.  and  no  infestations  were  observed.  Serious 
trouble  was  however  experienced  on  one  tip  by  fire,  and  tipping 
had  to  be  stopped  for  some  months.  Your  rodent  operators  pay 
particular  attention  to  these  tips  by  visiting  same  frequently  and 
carrying  out  any  necessary  treatments. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to  consider  the 
report  and  adverse  criticisms  of  your  officers  regarding  the  trans- 
port and  lack  of  suitable  facilities  for  the  garaging,  maintenance 
and  cleansing  of  the  vehicles  which  is  essential  to  the  efficient 
running  of  the  service  recommended  to  the  Council  that  a depot 
be  acquired  and  that  two  new  CK3  Karrier  Municipal  refuse  col- 
lection vehicles  3/4  ton  low  loading  chassis,  be  ordered.  A depot 
was  acquired  at  Ruskington  and  the  two  vehicles  were  put  into 
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service  in  March.  The  depot  has  proved  most  useful  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  vehicles  has  improved  tremendously  owing  to 
the  facilities  available.  The  Council  also  agreed  to  the  provision 
of  a washdown  for  vehicles  and  a toilet  for  the  workmen  but  this 
work  had  not  been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  vehicles  now  engaged  on  this  work  are  the  two  new  CK3 
refuse  freighters  with  fully  enclosed  double  cabs  and  they  have 
proved  their  superiority  over  the  use  of  converted  commercial 
vehicles.  The  two  Bedfords  are  in  use  as  emergency  vehicles;  water 
carting,  soil  carting  and  for  any  other  duties  for  which  an  open  lorry 
is  desirable.  The  Scamxmell  Mechanical  Korse  was  used  only  on 
occasions  during  the  year  and  instructions  were  given  for  its 
disposal. 

The  provision  of  protective  clothing  consisting  of  sou’wester, 
waterproof  coat  and  trousers  is  appreciated  by  your  workmen  and 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  suitable  overalls. 

The  staff  engaged  on  this  service  was  as  follows: — 1 Fore- 
man Driver;  2 Driver  Loaders;  6 Collectors.  One  man  was  engaged 
baling  paper  at  the  Salvage  Depot  and  one  man  was  engaged  part 
time  on  the  tips. 

The  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the 
year  was  as  follows: — 

Waste  Paper  (121  tons  2 cwts.  3 qrs.)  consisting  of: — 


tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Newsprint 

16 

18 

0 

Mixed  waste  paper 

92 

12 

3 

£1,360 

2 

5 

Books  and  magazines  ... 

5 

12 

2 

Fibreboard  containers  . . . 

5 

19 

2 

Other  salvage  materials 

(rags. 

sacking. 

tins,  metals,  etc.) 

£126 

5 

11 

Total 

£1,486 

8 

4 

The  price  received  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  dropped 
sharply  during  the  year  due  to  the  reduced  consumption  by  the 
Board  Mills  and  the  high  stocks  already  held  by  them.  Due  to 
the  serious  drop  in  consumption  of  waste,  the  mills,  in  consequence 
of  their  excessive  stocks  were  forced  to  reduce  their  intake  and  we 
were  limited  to  the  despatch  to  the  mills  of  a maximum  of  1 1 tons 
of  waste  paper  per  month. 
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Although  no  special  campaign  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
the  Council  decided  to  carry  on  with  the  collection  of  salvage  since 
its  cessation  would  result  in  difficulties  at  the  tips  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  even  at  the  reduced  prices  received  it  is  still  an  economic 
proposition  and  the  total  tonnage  collected  was  a creditable 
achievement,  being  only  12  tons  18  cwts.  2 qrs.  less  than  the 
previous  year  when  considerable  publicity  and  special  appeals 
were  resorted  to. 

The  Cesspool  emptying  service  instituted  by  the  Council  in 
1951  has  proved  a most  welcome  and  efficient  service  due  to  the 
difficulties  that  were  experienced  in  finding  labour  to  carry  out  the 
necessarily  offensive  work  of  cleansing  septic  tanks  and  vault 
closets.  The  800  gallon  Karrier  Yorkshire  cesspool  emptying  ve- 
hicle is  a most  useful  machine;  it  is  manned  by  two  workmen  and 
has  proved  most  valuable  to  the  Council  and  to  private  house- 
holders who  can  obtain  the  service  of  the  machine  for  a small 
charge. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  by  this 
machine : — 

Emptying  of  vaults,  septic  tanks,  cesspools,  etc. 


Private.  Council. 

Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools  Emptied  ...  314  660 

Vault  Closets  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  374  — 

Pump  Houses  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  — 5 

Drains  Traced  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Ponds  Sprayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Drains  and  Sewers  Flushed  — 5 

Water  Cisterns  Emptied  3 — 

Cellars  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Wells  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 — 

Ponds  Drained  1 — 

Total  697  674 


The  work  carried  out  by  this  machine  during  the  year  for 
private  individuals  was  approximately  three  times  greater  than  in 
1951  and  the  amount  received  in  respect  of  this  work  was 
£626  10s.  Od. 


1,547,400  gallons  of  effluent  was  disposed  of  by  spraying  on 
agricultural  lands  during  the  year  and  there  were  no  serious  diffi- 
culties in  disposing  of  this  material,  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of 
farmers  and  landowners  in  allowing  the  effluent  to  be  disposed  of 
on  their  lands.  Without  this  co-operation  on  the  part  oi  agricul- 
turalists and  the  efficiency  of  the  workmen  engaged  on  this  ser- 
vice, the  operation  of  the  scheme  would  have  proved  to  be  a costly 
one. 


The  sum  of  £32  15s.  Od.  was  realised  by  the  sale  of  effluent 
to  one  particular  farmer  who  has  realised  the  manurial  value  of 
this  material. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

In  order  to  carry  out  their  increased  duties  under  the  Preven- 
tion of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council  now  employ  two 
full-time  rodent  operators  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  they 
have  continued  to  carry  out  their  duties  efficiently  during  the  past 
year. 

The  Kesteven  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  are 
authorised  to  provide  assistance  to  farmers  on  repayment  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  or  mice,  including  such  service  where  necessary 
to  enable  farmers  to  comply  with  notices  from  Local  Authorities; 
and  the  arrangements,  whereby  the  Agricultural  Executive  Com- 
mittee endeavoured  to  encourage  farmers  and  landowners  to  enter 
into  contracts  with  them  for  the  necessary  work  of  disinfestation, 
continued  during  the  year.  The  Committee’s  officers  continue  to 
notify  the  Local  Authority  as  to  the  areas  under  treatment. 

The  co-operation  of  the  general  public,  however,  is  not  whole- 
hearted and  far  too  many  people  tend  to  regard  rodents  as  a 
normal  complement  of  the  rural  population,  and  as  can  be  readily 
observed  from  the  figures  set  out  below,  fail  to  carry  out  their 
legal  obligation  of  notifying  infestations  to  the  department. 

It  is,  however,  pleasing  to  report  that  the  difficulties  pre- 
viously encountered  in  administering  the  provisions  of  the  Thresh- 
ing and  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950,  have  not  been  so 
formidable  during  the  past  year  and  the  majority  of  contractors 
have  complied  with  these  Regulations. 

The  following  figures  shew  to  some  extent  the  prevalence  of 
rats  and  mice  and  the  measures  of  control  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority: — 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY. 


4-1 

‘Cl 

o 

44 

<: 


c 

1.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
District  27 

2 Number  of  properties  in- 
pected  by  the  Local  Auth- 
orities during  1952  as  a (a)  — 
result  of  (a)  notification 
(b)  survey  or  otherwise  ...  (b)ll 

3.  Number  of  properties  in- 

spected (see  Section  2)  Major 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats  Minor 

4.  Number  of  properties  in- 

spected (see  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice  — 

5.  Number  of  infested  proper- 

ties (see  Sections  3 and  4) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority — 

6.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4: 

(1)  Treatment  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Structural  Works 

(i.e.  Proofing)  ...  — 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which 

default  action  was  taken 
by  the  Local  Authority  fol- 
fowing  the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 ...  ...  — 

8.  Legal  Proceedings — 


c/3 

<U 

c/3 

0 

CO 

CO 

0) 

c.S 

Vh 

CO 

be 

'v 

P 

•+■> 

'B 

0 

'd 

bo 

< 

All  other 
eluding  b 
premises) 

Total 

3,819 

1,336 

602 

5,784 

44 

23 

12 

79 

2,083 

14 

22 

2,130 

8 

7 

3 

18 

893 

30 

31 

954 

901 

37 

34 

972 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

9.  Number  of  "block”  control  schemes  carried  out 219 


In  completing  Sections  2,  3,  4 and  5 each  property  referred  to 
has  been  counted  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections,  infestations 
or  treatment. 

In  addition  your  two  operators  have  given  regular  attention 
to  all  Council  property  including  refuse  tips,  sewer  dykes,  etc. 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

During  the  year  47  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where 
petroleum  spirit  was  stored  and  it  was  necessary  on  a number  of 
occasions  to  bring  the  requirements  of  this  legislation  rather  forc- 
ibly to  the  notice  of  the  owners.  There  was,  however,  no  cause  for 
instituting  proceedings  and  the  advice  given  was  readily  taken. 

Number  of  Petroleum  Licences  on  Register  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Number  of  new  Petroleum  Licences  issued  during 

the  year  10 

Number  of  gallons  stored 84,950 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Seventeen  defects  were  found  in  factories  in  this  area,  three 
being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  department  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories.  Compliance  with  the  notices  were  effected  without 
recourse  to  statutory  action  in  all  cases  except  one  which  had  not 
been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


OUTWORKERS  PREMISES. 

One  notification  was  received  regarding  premises  used  by  out- 
workers. This  was  in  connection  with  a female  worker  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  trimmings.  On  inspection  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Council’s  area  requiring  the 
attention  of  your  officers  under  this  Act. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Atmospheric  pollution  gives  little  cause  for  concern  in  this 
area  and  no  complaints  were  received  by  the  department  during 
the  year,  and  in  no  case  was  any  nuisance  observed  under  this 
heading. 
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PUBLIC  VEHICLES. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  in  respect  of  filthy 
or  verminous  public  vehicles  and  as  reported  in  previous  years  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  most  operators  disinfect  their  vehicles  at 
regular  intervals. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

No  canal  boats  are  registered  with  this  Authority,  therefore  no 
action  was  necessary. 


DANGEROUS  STRUCTURES. 

Four  dangerous  structures  were  dealt  with  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  all  cases  demolition  or 
reconstruction  was  carried  out  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 


SPRAYING  OF  BECKS,  ETC. 

Several  dykes,  ditches  and  ponds,  and  the  vegetation  along 
same  were  sprayed  with  an  acqueous  solution  of  D.D.T.  The  cess- 
pool emptier  utilised  for  this  work  was  most  effective. 


FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Five  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year,  one  with  respect 
of  bed  bugs  and  four  of  fleas.  In  one  case  action  was  taken  under 
Section  83  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  upon  the  report  of  your 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  it  was  necessary  for  your  offlcers  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  a male  person  who  had  died,  as  no  suitable  ar- 
rangements for  the  disposal  of  the  body  appeared  to  have  been 
made. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Only  one  licence  to  keep  a Pet  Shop  has  been  issued  by  the 
Council  and  frequent  visits  have  confirmed  the  suitability  of  the 
applicant  to  keep  such  a shop,  and  on  no  occasion  did  the  condi- 
tions of  the  licence  appear  to  have  been  contravened. 


SCHOOLS. 

Improvements  to  sanitary  facilities,  etc.,  at  schools  in  the  area 
continues  to  be  slow,  but  it  is  hoped  that  conversion  schemes  and 
other  improvements  will  be  speeded  up  in  the  future,  for  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  child  is  the  primary  foundation  of  its  educa- 
tion. During  the  year,  agreement  was  reached  between  the  County 
Education  Committee  and  this  Council  and  a contract  price  was 
agreed  for  the  twice  yearly  emptying  of  vault  closets  and  septic 
tanks  and  cesspools  at  all  schools  within  the  East  Kesteven  Rural 
District  Council’s  area.  This  helps  to  some  extent  to  alleviate  the 
nuisances  arising  from  the  conservancy  system  of  sanitation. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  area  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  25.  The  majority  of  these  dwellings  are  of  a pro- 
prietory type  and  are  no  doubt  providing  reasonable  accommo- 
dation for  the  occupants.  Little  trouble  has  been  experienced  in 
respect  of  the  individual  isolated  sites,  and  the  Council  have  been 
satisfied  in  respect  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  provision  of 
water  supply,  etc.,  before  granting  the  necessary  licences. 

I am,  however,  still  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a need  for  a 
properly  equipped  caravan  site  in  Cranwell  Village. 


SQUATTERS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eighteen  families  of  squatters 
in  the  area  occupying  what  were  formerly  military  hutments.  The 
majority  of  these  families  are  living  under  very  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions. The  Council  are  concerned  at  the  problems  arising  out  of 
this  irregular  occupation  of  these  hutments,  and  take  such  steps  as 
they  are  able  when  opportunities  arise  to  prevent  reoccupation. 
There  is  no  easy  solution  to  this  difficulty  with  the  housing  prob- 
lem so  acute  in  this  district. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  meat  supply  of  the  Rural  Area  comes  from  the  central 
distribution  depot  which  is  situate  in  the  Sleaford  Urban  District 
and  all  meat  is  inspected  by  the  officers  of  the  Urban  District 
before  delivery  into  the  Rural  Area. 


There  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  handling  and  delivery 
of  meat  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Bye- 
laws made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  will 
soon  be  made  applicable  to  this  commodity  . Informal  action  has 
been  taken  in  numerous  instances  in  respect  of  contraventions  of 
these  byelaws,  made  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  and  practises  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 
It  was  not,  however,  considered  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
in  respect  of  these  contraventions  as  advice  given  and  requests 
made  by  your  officers  was  usually  complied  with. 

Frequent  inspections  of  butchers’  shops  and  bakehouses  have 
been  carried  out  and  although  those  parts  of  the  premises  open  to 
the  public  were  most  satisfactory,  the  storerooms  and  preparation 
rooms  were  in  a number  of  cases  not  so  good,  and  in  several  cases 
prompt  and  forceful  action  by  your  officers  resulted  in  a marked 
improvement  in  these  premises. 


There  were  no  clean  food  exhibitions  held  in  the  district  dur- 
ing the  year  but  a useful  amount  of  propaganda  was  distributed 
by  the  department  and  copies  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  leaflet  '‘A  message  from  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health”  were  distributed  to  all  food  handlers  in  the  district. 


The  production  of  clean  food  does  not  require  elaborate  equip- 
ment and  fittings.  It  is  axiomatic  that  clean  food  handlers  can 
produce  clean  wholesome  food  in  bare  surroundings  with  very 
little  equipment.  Personal  hygiene  is  one  of  the  most  important 
aspects  of  clean  food  and  all  food  handlers  should  develop  a posi- 
tive attitude  of  mind  which  regards  cleanliness  as  a good  and 
desirable  state  not  only  because  dirt  can  cause  disease,  but  because 
cleanliness  is  worth-while  in  itself. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to  the  Council  during 
the  year. 


27 


The  following  articles  of  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surren- 
dered as  unfit  for  human  consumption  after  inspection  by  officers 
of  the  department. 


2 Tins  Blackberries 

3 ,,  Strained  Plums 

4 ,,  Plums  ... 

4 ,,  Tomatoes 

1 Tin  Black  Current  Jelly 

3 Tins  Sliced  Beans  ... 

3 , , Carrots 

3 ,,  Strawberries 

1 Tin  Beef  Loaf 

1 ,,  Turkey 

1 , , Chicken 

2 Tins  Marmalade 

1 Tin  Baked  Beans  ... 

5 Tins  Cooked  Ham  ... 

2 ,,  Salmon 

Butter 

Margarine 

Cheese 

Sugar 

Bacon 

Tea  

Flour  

1 Jar  Lemon  Curd 
1 ,,  Mincemeat 

1 ,,  Bloater  Paste  ... 

1 ,,  Sandwich  Spread 

2 Jars  Jam  

1 Jar  Honey 
Beetroot 

4 Bottles  Sauce 

1 Salad  Cream  ... 

Biscuits  ... 

Potato  Crisps  ... 

1 Pig  and  Offal 
Coffee 

Evaporated  Milk 
Tomato  Juice  ... 

Tomato  Ketchup 
1 Bottle  Red  Cabbage  ... 

1 , , Pickle 

3 Bottles  Vinegar 

Oranges 

56  Loaves  Bread 

4 Swiss  Rolls  ... 

2 Sponge  Cakes 
1 Plum  Cake 

1 Fruit  Cake 

2 Cucumbers 

15J  doz.  Eggs  ...  ... 


Cwts. 


3 


1 


Sts.  lbs. 

— 1 

— 4 

— 6 

— 1 

— 4 

— 3 

— 4 

— 3 

— 23 

~ 3 

— 2 

— 1 

3 8 

— 1 

— 5 

— 5 

— 1 

3 — 

— 1 

— 1 

3 — 

— 1 


3 


4 


1 


3 

1 

10 

2 

2 

22 

2 

5 

8 

1 

1 

4 
3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 


02S. 

15 

m 

14 

2 


12 

11 


12 


7 
3 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Hi 

3 

4 


4 

8 

10 

11 

8 

6 

14 

2 

4 

4 

4 


8 


8 

13i 


lOi 


Total  ... 


7 


5 


4 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING. 


The  Kesteven  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
are  responsible  for  the  sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  within  the 
Council's  area  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  T.  Hawley,  D.P.A. 
(Oxon.),  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  for  the 
following  information  regarding  this  work. 

As  emphasised  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951,  in 
planning  the  sampling  programme  for  the  County  he  had  in  mind 
two  main  factors — (a)  to  give  an  overall  coverage  of  3 samples 
per  1,000  of  population  annually  and  (b)  to  carry  this  out  in  a 
way  which  gives  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  purchasing  public.  Thus 
Sleaford  U.D.C.  is  combined  with  the  East  Kesteven  R.D.C.  to 
give  a cognate  sampling  area  with  a population  of  approximately 
28,000  for  which  the  target  is  84  samples  per  annum. 


During  the  year  under  review, 
area,  the  articles  sampled  being: — 


Butter 1 

Camphorated  oil  ...  1 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coffee  2 

Colouring  preparations  2 

Condensed  milk  ...  4 

Cough  pastilles  ...  2 

Essence  of  rennet  ...  2 

Fruit  sauce  ...  ...  1 

Ginger  conserve  ...  1 

Gravy  browning  ...  1 

Ground  almonds  ...  2 

Halibut  liver  oil 

capsules  1 
Health  salts  ...  ...  1 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  7 

Jelly  1 


87  samples  were  taken  in  this 


Lard  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  paste  ...  ...  1 

Meringue  powder  ...  1 

Milk  37 

Olive  oil  ...  ...  1 

Pork  pie  ...  ...  1 

Saccharin  tablets  ...  2 

Sausages  ...  ...  2 

Shredded  suet  ...  ...  1 

Soft  drinks  ...  ...  3 

Sugar  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tincture  of  rhubarb  ...  1 

Tinned  fruit  ...  ...  2 

Zinc  and  castor  oil 

ointment  1 

Total  ...  87 


It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  while  a wide  range  of  articles  of 
common  consumption  was  sampled,  there  were  few  infringements. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were: — 

Nos.  303  and  309  (Milk) . These  samples  which  contained 
6%  and  3%  added  water  respectively,  were  obtained  from  a 
Spanby  farmer  who  was  selling  milk  by  wholesale  to  a dairy 
at  Gosberton.  The  samples  were  taken  from  churns  left  in  an 
unlocked  cooling  shed  overnight.  In  view  of  all  the  relevant 
circumstances,  the  producer  was  cautioned. 
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No.  89  (Sugar) . This  sample  was  taken  from  a parcel  of 
sugar  purchased  by  a rural  housewife  from  a Sleaford  grocer. 
The  housewife  complained  that  the  sugar  yielded  a “whitish 
deposit. “ On  analysis,  it  was  found  that  this  was  due  to  an 
admixture  of  8%  of  oatmeal.  Inquiries  were  made  both  at  the 
retail  shop  in  Sleaford  and  at  the  wholesale  warehouse  in  Lin- 
coln, but  insufficient  evidence  was  available  to  show  how  the 
admixture,  which  was  probably  accidental,  had  occurred. 

Rather  fewer  samples  of  Milk  were  obtained  during  the  year 
than  in  former  years,  the  decline  reflecting  the  gradual  contraction 
in  the  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  area.  This  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  Sleaford,  where  two  large  distributors  have  replaced 
the  dozen  and  more  dairymen  who  sold  milk  in  the  district  in  the 
years  immediately  after  the  War.  In  much  the  same  way,  the 
manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  has  been  taken  over  very  largely  by 
firms  who  market  a pre-packed  product  on  a national  scale.  Most 
of  the  samples  of  Ice  Cream  obtained  during  the  year  were  in  this 
category  which  maintains,  incidentally,  a very  high  standard  of 
quality. 

The  broad  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  report  is  that 
foodstuffs  and  drugs  offered  for  sale  in  this  area  are  of  uniformly 
good  quality,  a state  of  affairs  which  is  due  partly  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  local  housewife  who  shews  a marked  preference  for 
well-known  pre-packed  commodities  and  partly  to  the  trade  who 
stimulate  this  sensible  demand. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  premises  used  in  connection  with  the  manufac- 
ture or  sale  of  ice  cream,  or  preserved  food,  etc.,  and  registered  in 
accordance  with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are 
as  follows: — 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted  meat, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Fish  Frying  premises  10 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Vendors  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  27 

Numerous  improvements  have  been  effected  in  respect  of  such 
premises  during  the  year  and  at  two  such  premises  structural  alter- 
ations were  carried  out  to  the  requirements  of  your  officers.  No 
recourse  to  statutory  action  was  necessary,  although  several  warn- 
ings were  given.  Generally  these  businesses  have  been  carried  on 
without  any  serious  cause  for  complaint. 
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PUBLIC  HOUSES,  RESTAURANT  AND  CATERING 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

All  licensed  premises  have  been  inspected  in  the  area  and  in 
numerous  instances,  new  or  improved  sanitary  accommodation  has 
been  requested  and  the  necessary  work  carried  out.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a good  deal  more  to  do  in  this  respect  in  the  future,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  adequate  facilities  for  the  washing 
and  rinsing  of  glasses,  etc.  Here  again  there  is  difficulty  in  provid- 
ing modern  sanitary  facilities  owing  to  the  inadequate  sewerage, 
but  in  several  instances  the  owners  have  agreed  to  instal  a septic 
tank  system  of  disposal. 

The  catering  establishments  other  than  licensed  houses  are 
few  and  no  serious  complaints  were  made  in  respect  of  these  pre- 
mises. Frequent  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  these 
premises  and  advice  given  on  food  hygiene  generally. 

Several  mobile  fish  and  chip  vans  have  operated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  all  are  now  provided  with  wash-hand  basins  and  hot  and 
cold  water.  In  two  cases  new  preparation  rooms  were  constructed 
on  the  request  of  your  officers. 


ICE  CREAM. 

Fifty  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination 
(Methylene  Blue  Test)  and  they  were  graded  as  follows: — 


Provisional  Grade  One  ...  ...  ...  24 

Provisional  Grade  Two  15 

Provisional  Grade  Three 10 

Provisional  Grade  Four  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  enforcement  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  has 
gradually  resulted  in  there  now  only  being  one  producer  of  Ice 
Cream  in  this  Council’s  area,  and  he  is  properly  equipped  to  pro- 
duce a hygienic  product.  Trouble  was  experienced,  however,  in 
getting  constantly  satisfactory  results  due  no  doubt  to  faulty  handl- 
ing in  the  final  stages  of  manufacture  and  before  retail  sale.  Regular 
supervision  and  timely  advice  by  officers  of  the  department  has 
shewn  a great  improvement  and  regular  satisfactory  bacteriological 
reports  have  since  been  achieved. 
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The  remainder  of  Ice  Cream  vendors  in  the  area  retail  a pre- 
packed product  manufactured  by  persons  -outside  this  Council’s 
area.  Conditions  in  respect  of  the  storage  and  sale  in  these  in- 
stances have  been  generally  satisfactory,  although  in  several  cases 
instructions  were  given  to  cease  using  the  conservators  for  the 
storage  of  other  articles. 

The  inspection  of  Mobile  Ice  Cream  Vans  can  be  reported  as 
being  satisfactory. 

The  manufacturers  and  retailers  concerned  have  been  notified 
of  the  results  of  samples  taken  and  in  the  case  of  producers  outside 
the  District  who  retail  in  the  District  themselves  and  through  their 
agents,  copies  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  have  been  sent  to  the 
Sanitary  Officers  of  the  district  in  which  the  ice  cream  was  manu- 
factured. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Many  of  the  duties  formerly  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Authority  under  this  heading  were  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  October,  1949,  The  primary  duty  of 
the  Local  Authority  now  remains  the  registration  and  supervision 
of  distributors  and  dairies,  other  than  dairy  farms. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  or  renewed  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year: — 

Distributors  1 

Dealers — Pasteurised  2 

Dealers — Sterilised  1 

Supplementary  Licences: 


Tuberculin  Tested 


4 


Accredited 


1 


Pasteurised 


4 


Sterilised 


2 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk 
which  have  been  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory: — 


Sample  submitted  for 

No.  of  Samples 

RESULT 

Submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 
Examination 

49 

35 

i 

14 

Phosphatase 

Test 

48 

44 

■ 4 

Positive 

Negative 

Bacillus 

Tuberculosis 

25 

1 — 

25 

i 

1 Brucella 

1 Abortus 

25 

1 

1 

24 

i 

In  eleven  cases  the  maximum  storage  temperature  of  pasteur- 
ised milks  was  over  65 °F  and  the  tests  were  void. 


Of  the  25  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  biological  examin- 
ation during  the  year  only  one  positive  report  of  Brucella  Abortus 
was  received.  This  milk  was  rendered  safe  by  heat  treatment  and 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  was  informed. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case  against  a large 
distributor  of  milk  for  failing  to  ensure  that  a vessel  used  for  con- 
taining milk  was  immediately  before  use  by  the  said  distributor  in 
a state  of  thorough  cleanliness  contrary  to  Regulation  26  (1)  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  The  bench  found  that  the 
case  had  been  proved  and  an  offence  committed,  and  the  defendants 
were  fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  £7  Os.  3d.  costs. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  existing  arrangements  which 
satisfactorily  meet  all  needs. 

Bacteriological 

and  Biological — The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
County  Hospital, 

St.  Anne’s  Road, 

Lincoln. 


33 


Chemical — W.  W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

Public  Analyst  and  Consulting  Chemist, 
1,  Regent  Street, 

Nottingham. 

The  numbers  of  various  samples  submitted  for  examination 
are  as  follows: — 


Bacteriological — Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Milk  74 

Sewage  Effluents  ...  ...  ...  9 

Faeces  34 

Urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vomit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Biological — Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Chemical — Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Sewage  Effluents  9 

Milk  ....  — 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  at  long  last  a start  was  made  dur- 
ing the  year  on  the  first  stage  of  the  Southern  Regional  Water 
Supply  Scheme  which  will  serve  the  following  villages: — 

Newton,  Walcot  (F),  Haceby,  Threekingham,  Osbournby, 
Aunsby,  Dembleby,  Spanby,  Culverthorpe,  Kelby,  Swarby,  Wils- 
ford.  North  and  South  Rauceby,  Silk  Willoughby  and  Screding- 
ton.  A new  borehole  was  commenced  at  The  Drove,  Sleaford,  and 
a start  was  made  on  the  laying  of  mains  in  connection  with  this 
scheme. 

Now  that  the  first  stage  of  the  Regional  Scheme  has  pro- 
gressed from  the  drawing  board  to  actuality  it  is  considered  ex- 
pedient that  the  second  instalment  should  proceed  without  delay 
in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  recommendations  of  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers.  The  parishes  to  be  served  by  this  second 
instalment  of  the  Southern  Scheme  will  be  Leasingham,  Roxholme, 
Cranwell,  Brauncewell,  Ruskington,  Anwick,  Ewerby  and  Evedon, 
Asgarby  and  Howell,  Heckington,  Great  Hale,  Helpringham,  Little 
Hale,  Burton  Pedwardine  and  Swaton.  The  existing  supplies  in 
this  area  are  generally  not  capable  of  extension,  being  worked  to 
capacity  and  in  some  cases  are  already  overloaded. 
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Brauncewell,  Roxholme  and  Asgarby  and  Howell  are  parti- 
cularly unfortunate  in  having  no  public  supply  and  residents  in 
these  areas  generally  have  to  rely  on  an  unsatisfactory  supply  from 
shallow  wells  of  doubtful  quality.  Main  extensions  have  already 
been  carried  out  at  Ewerby  and  Evedon  and  Cranwell  in  anticipa- 
tion of  these  schemes  materialising,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  give  his  consent  to  the  scheme  progressing  without  undue 
delay. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  pressure  on  the  existing  Helpringham 
artesian  supply  a booster  was  installed  during  the  year. 

A scheme  has  also  been  prepared  for  the  Northern  area  which 
will  provide  the  following  villages  with  a supply  from  Scopwick 
and  Ashby-de-la-Launde: — Ashby  and  Bloxholme,  Billinghay, 
Blankney,  Digby,  Dogdyke,  Dorrington,  Leasingham,  Martin, 
North  Kyme,  Rowston,  Scopwick,  South  Kyme,  Timberland  and 
Walcott  (B). 

These  comprehensive  water  supply  schemes  are  necessary  to 
replace  the  many  small  water  installations  provided  by  the  Coun- 
cil and  which  have  proved  unsatisfactory  owing  to  their  limited  or 
insufficient  supply,  and  breakdowns  of  ancient  plant  and  machinery. 
Some  supplies  also  have  an  excess  of  iron  oxide  which  although 
not  harmful  is  not  desirable. 

The  Council  are  most  anxious  to  carry  out  their  responsibiliites 
under  the  Water  Act  of  1945  and  to  provide  a supply  of  whole- 
some water  in  pipes  to  every  part  of  their  district  in  Vv^hich  there 
are  houses  or  schools  and  for  this  reason  these  comprehensive 
schemes  are  not  merely  desirable,  they  are  absolutely  essential  if 
such  a supply  of  sufficient  pressure  to  reach  the  topmost  storey  of 
each  dwelling  is  to  be  available  and  at  the  same  time,  in  addition 
to  a supply  for  domestic  purposes,  the  farming  needs  of  this  area 
should  be  met  by  an  abundant  supply  in  order  that  the  progres- 
sive farming  community  can  implement  the  plans  that  an  in- 
adequate and  doubtful  supply  prevents.  Such  a supply  is  a neces- 
sity for  the  dairymen  and  stockbreeders. 

Action  under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as 
amended  by  Section  30  (3)  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  requesting 
owners  of  houses  without  a piped  supply  to  provide  therein  an 
internal  supply  of  water  in  pipes  from  the  Council's  main  has 
resulted  in  all  houses  in  Cranwell  Village  being  so  supplied.  Similar 
action  has  been  taken  in  isolated  cases  elsewhere  and  as  the  new 
schemes  materialise  such  an  amenity  should  be  available  to  all 
houses. 
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145  samples  of  public  and  private  water  supplies  were  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination.  Occupiers  of  houses  using 
unsatisfactory  supplies  were  advised  to  boil  same  before  using  for 
human  consumption.  Several  private  supplies  were  improved  by 
the  cleansing  and  chlorinating  of  supply  tanks  under  the  super- 
vision of  your  officers.  Owing  to  the  grossly  polluted  supplies  in 
the  parishes  of  Brauncewell,  South  Rauceby  and  Swarby  the  Coun- 
cil continued  to  cart  water  in  tanks  to  these  areas. 

Owing  to  failure  in  the  supplies  it  was  necessary  to  transport 
water  by  lorry  to  Wilsford  for  five  months,  North  Rauceby  four 
months  and  the  whole  of  the  area  served  by  the  Newton  Bar  supply 
for  seven  weeks. 

Complaints  are  frequently  received  from  the  area  served  by 
the  Dorrington  Fen  supply,  relative  to  the  taste  and  odour  of  this 
supply.  Chemical  analysis  has  shewn  from  2.00  to  5.60  parts  per 
million  of  iron  oxide  Fe203  to  be  present  in  the  water.  The  water 
is  very  often  turbid  and  of  a yellowish-brown  colour  and  often 
smells  of  Sulphurated  Hydrogen.  Inconvenience  may  arise  from 
the  presence  in  public  water  supplies  of  such'  small  traces  of  iron 
and  manganese  as  0.30. parts  per  million  and  when  the  amount 
exceeds  0.4  parts  per  million  the  installation  of  treatment  plant  is 
advisable.  This  supply  should  be  superseded  by  a more  whole- 
some and  palatable  supply  and  it  is  the  Council’s  intention  that 
this  shall  occur  as  the  Regional  Water  Scheme  progresses. 

Frequent  checks  are  made  on  the  chlorination  of  public  sup- 
plies to  determine  that  there  is  a sufficient  residual  in  the  water. 
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Water  Supply 


No.  of 
Houses 

Population. 

Vi 

CA 

O 

bi) 

.S  o « 

• S *1 
0 0 

Parishes 

at 

Civilian 

d « 

31.12.52 

Estimated 

Anwick  ... 

70 

224 

5 

68 

Asgarby  and  Howell 

35 

125 

— 

— 

Ashby  and  Bloxholme  ... 

93 

357 

— 

70 

Aswarby  and  Swarby  ... 

55 

168 

— 

11 

Aunsby  and  Dembleby 

50 

157 

5 

39 

Billinghay 

492 

1,535 

8 

492 

Biankney 

139 

588 

1 

67 

Brauncewell 

31 

108 





Burton  Pedwardine 

41 

166 

8 

41 

Cranwell  and  Byards 

Leap 

116 

378 

107 

Culverthorpe  and  Kelby 

34 

135 

— 

— 

Digby  

136 

455 

6 

131 

Dogdyke 

77 

273 

4 

77 

Dorrington 

113 

336 

8 

104 

Ewerby  and  Evedon  ... 

. 113 

366 

12 

111 

Great  Hale 

171 

586 

9 

166 

Heckington 

574 

1,729 

15 

561 

Helpringham 

222 

703 

29 

199 

Kirkby  Laythorpe 

82 

272 

8 

73 

Leasingham 

150 

483 

8 

132 

Little  Hale 

60 

229 

— 

50 

Martin  

310 

1,063 

6 

307 

Newton  and  Haceby  ... 

48 

137 

8 

40 

North  Kyme 

182 

564 

9 

180 

North  Kauceby  ... 

52 

198 

— 

— 

Osbournby 

130 

427 

11 

128 

-Rowston 

44 

172 

3 

39 

Roxholm 

29 

104 

— 



Ruskingto'n 

564 

1,764 

— 

528 

Scopwick 

123 

425 

10 

115 

Scredington 

80 

259 

3 

63 

Silk  Willoughby 

49 

178 

— 

— 

South  Kyme 

108 

390 

9 

108 

South  Rauceby 

80 

281 





Swaton  ... 

73 

265 

9 

59 

Temple  Bruer  ... 

34 

137 





Threekingham  ... 

64 

196 

4 

35 

Timberland 

157 

527 

5 

157 

Walcot,  B 

140 

496 

6 

140 

,,  F 

26 

101 

3 

20 

Wilsford 

135 

396 

9 

118 

80 

14 

34 

29 


6 

17 


c£)vac»<3iccicntctotooo050oocoo305cntocDlcnrfi.<^  I H-tcl  >-‘4^cocntc  Public  Supply 
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RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  WATER  DURING  1952. 


Date 

Parish 

Where  Taken 

Result 

10. 

1.52. 

Leasingham 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

10. 

1.52. 

Dorrington  Village 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

10. 

1.52. 

Digby 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

30. 

1.52. 

Cranwell 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

30. 

1.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

30. 

1.52. 

Wilsford 

Public  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

31. 

1.52. 

Kirkby-la-Thorpe 

do. 

Satisfactory 

31. 

1.52. 

Leasingham 

do. 

Satisfactory 

31. 

1.52. 

Bloxholme 

do. 

Satisfactory 

31. 

1.52. 

Ashby-de-la-Launde 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

5. 

2.52. 

Tattershall  Bridge 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5 

.2.52. 

Martin 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5. 

2.52. 

Scopwick 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

21. 

2.52. 

North  Kyme 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

21. 

2.52. 

Blankney 

do. 

U nsatisfactory 

27. 

2.52. 

Walcot 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

4. 

3.52. 

Martin 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

4. 

3.52. 

Martin 

North  Kesteven 
Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

4. 

3.52. 

Martin 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

6. 

3.52. 

Martin 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

6. 

3.52. 

Martin 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory, 
evidence  of  recent 
faecal  pollution. 

11. 

3.52. 

Heckington 

Public  Supply 

Unsatisfactory, 
evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

11. 

3.52. 

North  Rauceby 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

11. 

3.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Emergency  Tank 

Satisfactory 

12. 

3.52. 

Helpringham 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

13. 

3.52. 

Cranwell 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

13. 

3.52. 

Leasingham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

19. 

3.52. 

North  Kyme 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

17. 

4.52. 

Leasingham 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

17. 

4.52. 

Leasingham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

22. 

4.52. 

Cranwell 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

22. 

4.52. 

Anwick 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

22. 

4.52. 

North  Kyme 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

22. 

4.52. 

North  Rauceby 
Walcott  “B” 

dp. 

Unsatisfactory 

29. 

4.52. 

Public  "Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

29. 

4.52. 

Dorrington  Village 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

29. 

4.52. 

Digby 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

1. 

5.52. 

Timberland  Dales 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

1. 

5.52. 

Ewerby 

do. 

Satisfactory 

8. 

5.52. 

South  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Most  unsatisfactory 

8. 

5.52. 

Billinghay 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

8. 

5.52. 

South  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

19. 

5.52. 

South  Rauceby 

do. 

Most  Unsatisfactory, 
evidence  of  recent 
faecal  pollution. 

19. 

5.52. 

Newton 

Public  Supply 

Satisfactory 

19. 

5.52. 

Burton  Pedwardine 

do. 

Satisfactory 

19. 

5.52. 

Ruskington 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 
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Date 

Parish 

Where  Taken 

Result 

19. 

5.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

19. 

5.52. 

Great  Hale 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

19. 

5.52. 

Heckington 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

27. 

5.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

27. 

5.52. 

South  Rauceby 

do. 

Evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

27. 

5.52. 

South  Rauceby 

do. 

Doubtful 

27. 

5.52. 

Helpringham 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

27. 

5.52. 

Wilsford 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

27. 

5.52. 

Cranvvell 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

27. 

5.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

3. 

6.52. 

Svvaton 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

3. 

6.52. 

Little  ilale 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

3. 

6.52. 

Evedon 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

12. 

6.52. 

Blankney 

Private  Supply 

Satisfaciory 

12. 

6.52. 

Ruskington 

do. 

Doubtful 

12. 

6.52. 

Scredington 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

12. 

6.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

12. 

6.52. 

Anwick 

do. 

Satisfactory 

12. 

6.52. 

Dorrington  Fen 
(two  samples) 

do. 

Satisfactory 

17. 

6.52. 

Kirkby-la-Thorpe 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

23. 

6.52. 

Swarby 

Private  Supply 

No  evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

23. 

6.52. 

N e wton/Osbournby 

Public  Supply 

Doubtful 

23. 

6.52. 

Aswarby 

do. 

No  evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

23. 

6.52. 

South  Rauceby 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

Suspicious 

23. 

6.52. 

South  Rauceby 

Emergency  Tank 

23. 

6.52. 

Silk  Willoughby 

Public  Supply 

U nsatisf  act  ory 

25. 

6.52. 

Ruskington 

do. 

Satisfactory 

25. 

6.52. 

Heckington 

do. 

Satisfactory 

25. 

6.52. 

Great  Hale 

do. 

Satisfactory 

25. 

6.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Little  Hale 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Kirkby/Evedon 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Evedon 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Dorrington  Fen 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Ruskington 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9. 

7.52. 

Anwick 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

16. 

7.52. 

Newton 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

16. 

7.52. 

Scredington 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

16. 

7.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

31. 

7.52. 

Wilsford 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory, 
evidence  of 
faecal  pollution. 

14. 

8.52. 

Rauceby 

Emergency  Tank 

Satisfactory 

14. 

8.52. 

Green  Man  Wood 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

14. 

8.52. 

Wilsford 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

19. 

8.52. 

Newton 

do. 

Satisfactory 

19. 

8.52. 

Scopwick 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

19. 

8.52. 

Scredington 

do. 

Satisfactory 

19. 

8.52. 

Burton  Pedwardine 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

21. 

8.52. 

Kirkby-la-Thorpe 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

26. 

8.52. 

Ruskington 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 
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Date 

Parish 

Where  Taken 

Result 

26. 

8.52. 

Heckington 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

26. 

8.52. 

Digby 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

2. 

9.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Emergency  Tank 

Satisfactory 

2. 

9.52. 

Helpringham 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

2. 

9.52. 

Byards  Leap 

Tank  at  Snack 

Bar 

Unsatisfactory 

2. 

9.52. 

North  Rauceby 

Storage  Tank 

Very  Unsatisfactory, 

evidence  of 
recent  gross 
faecal  pollution. 


4.  9.52. 

Anwick 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

11.  9.52. 

Ermine  Street  Farm 

Overhead  Tank 

Very  Unsatisfactory, 
evidence  of 
recent  gross 
faecal  pollution. 

18.  9.52. 

Scopwick 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

18.  9.52. 

Digby 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

23.  9.52. 

Ewerby 

do. 

Satisfactory 

23.  9.52. 

Timberland 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

23.  9.52. 

Walcott  “B” 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

30.  9.52. 

Cranwell 

do. 

Satisfactory 

30.  9.52. 

Leasingham 

do. 

Satisfactory 

21.10.52. 

South  Rauceby 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

21.10.52. 

Roxholme 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

22.10.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

22.10.52. 

Leasingham 

Public  Supply 

Satisfactory 

28.10.52. 

Burton  Pedwardine 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

28.10.52. 

Temple  Bruer 

Private  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

3.11.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

3.11.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

No  evidence  of 
pollution 

3.11.52. 

Cranwell 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5.11.52. 

Helpringham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5.11.52. 

Swaton 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5.11.52. 

Great  Hale 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

5.11.52. 

Ashby-  de  - la  -Laun  d e 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

13.11.52. 

Roxholme 

Private  Supply 

Satisfactory 

13.11.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

1.12.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

Doubtful 

1.12.52. 

Roxholme 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

3.12.52. 

South  Rauceby 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

3.12.52. 

North  Rauceby 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

3.12.52. 

Dorrington  Village 

Public  Supply 

Satisfactory 

3.12.52. 

Cranwell 

do. 

Satisfactory 

9.12.52. 

Leasingham 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

9.12.52. 

Roxholme 

Private  Supply 

Satisfactory 

10.12.52. 

Cranwell  R.A.F. 

PubHc  Supply 

Satisfactory 

10.12.52. 

Cranwell  New  Bore 

do. 

Satisfactory 

17.12.52. 

Newton  Bar 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

17.12.52. 

Burton  Pedwardine 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory^ 

17.12.52. 

Roxholme 

Private  Supply 

Satisfactory 

18.12.52. 

Heckington 

Public  Supply 

Highly  Satisfactory 

30.12.52. 

Swaton 

do. 

Satisfactory 

30.12.52. 

Wilsford 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

31.12.52. 

Great  Hale 

do. 

Highly  Satisfactory 

31.12.52. 

Sleaford,  Drove 

Lane 

do. 

Satisfactory 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

This  sample  contains  per  million  parts: — 
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Ashby-de-l 

Launde 

Bloxholme 

Burton 

Pedwardine 

Cranwell 
(Existing  bo 
Ditto  abov 

RegionalWa 
Supply  Sche 
New  Bore, 
Drove  Lane 
Ditto  abov 

Dorrington 
Village 
Dorrington 
Great  Hale 

Heckington 

Helpringhar 

Kirkby-la- 

Thorpe 

Leasingham 

Leasingham 

Newton 

Roxholme 

Ruskington 

Scopwick 

Scredington 

Swaton 

Wiisford 

41 

HOUSING. 

The  progress  made  in  the  provision  of  new  housing  accom- 
modation has  been  maintained  satisfactorily  during  the  year  1952, 
and  although  the  position  is  still  acute  the  number  of  live  applica- 
tions on  the  Council's  housing  list  was  reduced  from  782  at  the 
end  of  1951  to  650  at  the  end  of  1952.  The  Council  continue  to 
press  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  as  speedily  as  circumstances 
will  allow,  and  the  following  statistics  will  shew  this  Council’s 
creditable  housing  achievements,  often  carried  out  under  difficult 
and  restrictive  circumstances,  both  for  pre-war  and  post-war 
periods. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED  BY  THE 
COUNCIL  UP  TO  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER, 

1952. 


Parish 


Anwick 

Ashby-de-la-Launde 

Aunsby 

Billinghay 

,,  (Tattershall  Bridge) 
Blankney 

Burton  Pedwardine 
Cranwell 

l^igby  

Dogdyke  (Chapel  Hill) 

Dorrington 

Evverby 

Great  Hale 

Heckington 

,,  (East)  

Helpringham 
Kirkby-la-Thorpe 
Leasingham 
Little  Hale 

Martin  

(Fen)  

North  Kyrae 
Osbournby 
Rowston 
Ruskington 
Scopwick 
Scredington 
South  Kyme 
Swaton  ... 

Threekingham  ... 

Timberland 

Walcot  (near  Billinghay) 
Wilsford 


POST  WAR 

Pre-War  Perma-  Prefabs  Conver- 


4 

nent 

8 

sions 

6 

12 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

80 

32 

20 

— 

— 

24 
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— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

8 

4 

— 

— 

10 

34 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

8 

6 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

32 

4 

— 

— 

38 

28 

20 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

26 

24 

— 

— 

18 

22 

— 

— 

8 

12 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

19 

10 

— 

99 

4 

8 

— 

— . 

3 

20 

— 

— 

6 

22 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

76 

56 

20 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

12 

8 

— 

— 

4 

8 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 



12 





14 

6 

— 

— 

12 

16 

— 

— 

12 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

430 

438 

60 

99 
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The  following  figures  shew  the  numbers  of  houses  completed 
in  the  Councirs  district  during  the  year  1952;  — 


Traditional  brick  houses 


38  (Council) . 
36  (Council). 


Spooner  houses 
Private  houses,  etc. 


16 


Satisfactory  though  the  rate  of  new  house  building  has  been 
in  this  district,  it  must  not  be  allowed  to  detract  for  one  moment 
from  the  ever  increasing  problem  of  the  sub-standard  houses  pre- 
vailing generally  throughout  the  district.  This  problem  is  a for- 
midable one  and  requires  tackling  with  courage  and  tenacity. 

It  seems  fantastic  to  me  that  the  deterioration  of  these  sub- 
standard properties  should  continue  when  houses  are  so  short  and 
it  is  apparent  that  some  new  legislation  is  needed  to  preserve  these 
older  properties,  for  if  this  process  is  allowed  to  carry  on  un- 
checked, then  demolition  will  be  the  only  practical  solution. 
Effective  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  at  the  present  time  is  in 
most  cases  impossible,  since  the  question  of  “reasonable  expense” 
is  an  unsurmountable  obstacle  owing  to  high  costs  of  materials  and 
labour.  The  only  solution  would  appear  to  be  a revision  of  the 
Rent  Restriction  Acts,  with  adequate  safeguards  of  course,  to  en- 
able local  authorities  to  effectively  carry  out  their  duties  in  this 
respect.  This  involves  legislation  to  permit  limited  rent  increases. 
Apart  from  a small  general  percentage  increase,  these  should  be 
allowed  only  to  landlords  who  first  put  their  properties  in  a reason- 
able state  of  repair.  A house  is  a wasting  asset  and  an  owner  can- 
not expect  a return  on  his  investment  for  an  indefinite  period,  par- 
ticularly if  there  has  been  neglect. 

The  information  derived  from  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  con- 
tinues to  reveal  the  low  level  of  housing  standards  prevailing 
generally  throughout  the  district.  The  position  at  the  end  of  1952 
was  as  follows: — 
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Class  One 
Class  Two 
Class  Three  ... 
Class  Four  ... 
Class  Five 
Number  surveyed 


but  not  yet  classified 
Total  Surveyed 


772 

636 

811 

267 

725 

18 

3,229 


This  survey  continues  to  be  carried  out  when  pressure  of  other 
work  permits. 

There  are  also  many  houses  in  the  district  which  are  subject 
to  Demolition  Orders  or  Undertakings  Not  to  Re-Let  for  human 
habitation,  most  of  which  were  dealt  with  immediately  prior  to  the 
last  war  and  out  of  a total  of  189  houses  so  affected  121  were  still 
occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  following  table  gives  the 
number  and  distribution  of  such  dwellings: — 
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Threekingham 
Timberland 
Walcot,  “B” 
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Many  of  the  occupiers  of  these  houses  subject  to  Demolition 
Orders  and  of  other  sub-standard  properties  are  elderly  persons 
who  cannot  afford  the  high  present  day  rentals  of  Council  houses. 

During  the  year  11  licences  were  granted  under  the  Defence 
(General)  Regulations,  1939,  permitting  re-occupation  of  houses 
on  which  demolition  orders  were  operative.  Last  year  I reported 
that  in  my  opinion  this  was  a practise  we  should  put  an  end  to,  and 
I am  particularly  pleased  to  report  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Defence  Regulation  (No.  2)  Order,  1952  revoked  Regulation  68A 
and  68A.A.  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939,  and  that 
in  future  no  permission  will  be  given  to  re-occupy  these  dwellings 
and  demolition  will  be  insisted  upon  as  they  become  vacant.  Pro- 
ceedings should  be  instituted  against  any  person  re-letting  such 
property. 

Only  one  application  for  a grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
was  received  during  the  year;  this  was  approved.  Experience  has 
shewn  that  generally  the  conditions  in  respect  of  these  grants  were 
not  acceptable  to  private  owners  unless  of  course  they  happen  to 
be  owner /occupiers,  but  now  that  such  grants  are  available  in 
respect  of  'tied’  cottages  it  is  hoped  that  by  increased  publicity, 
more  advantage  will  be  taken  of  these  financial  provisions. 

During  the  year  eleven  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  two  undertakings  not  to  re-let  were  accepted  from 
owners. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1952. 
Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 
ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  346 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  522 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  25 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation   131 
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Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  112 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  56 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  15 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  represented  by 

M.O.H.  or  Sanitary  Inspector  as  not  cap- 
able of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  expense  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  6 
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(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  human 
habitation  were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  pro- 

• posals  to  make  fit  were  accepted  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  11 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  made  fit Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

No.  of  dwellings  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the 
year  14 

No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  105 

No.  of  notices  served  to  abate  overcrowding  and 
which  were  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  — 


It  is  impossible  to  keep  any  accurate  records  regarding  the 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  without  the  appointment  of 
additional  staff  . Your  officers  consider  that  the  “permitted  No.” 
in  relation  to  occupied  dwellings  should  be  based  on  the  bedroom 
accommodation  available. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Letters  and  Notices  despatched  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,167 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  ...  ...  ...  103 

Complaints  received 146 

Complaints  conhrmed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

SYNOPSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made 4,395 

Dwellinghouses. 

Ordinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

Infectious  Disease  including  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  57 

Housing  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  194 

Housing  Act  (Overcrowding)  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Housing  Inquiries  for  Other  Local  Authorities  ...  34 

Disinfections  (including  Schools,  Village  Halls,  etc.) ...  17 

Filthy  and  Verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleansing  of  such  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Water  Closets  and  Conversions  136 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Chemical  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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Refuse  Storage  and  Disposal. 

Ashpits  19 

Ashbins  ...  84 

Tips  97 

Refuse  Collection  • 83 

Salvage  65 

Drains. 

Inspections  (Work  in  progress,  etc.) ...  258 

Smoke  Tests  ...  37 

Water  Tests  86 

Visits  to  proposed  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Sewers,  Etc. 

Sewer  Dykes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Sewers  ...  43 

Sewage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluents  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Septic  Tanks,  etc.  ...  107 

Factories. 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  ...  ...  ...  42 

Factories  (without  mecharical  power)  ...  ...  18 

Outworkers  and  other  premises...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Food  Storage,  Preparation,  Etc. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  37 

Grocers’  Shops ...  78 

Grocers’  Vans,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dairies,  Pasteurising  Plants,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  15 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fish  Frying  Vans  ...  11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Ice  Cream  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  50 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  41 
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Licensed  Houses ...  57 

Cafes,  Canteens,  etc ...  29 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  inquiries  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  Samples  ...  1 

Faeces  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Urine  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  Laboratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Miscellaneous. 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Verminous  persons  ...  5 

Meetings  with  Owners,  Tradesmen  ...  ...  ...  389 

Miscellaneous  ...  187 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Piggeries  24 

Pet  Shops  3 

Rodent  Control 56 

Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sanitary  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Yards  and  Courts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Water  Supplies 267 

Water  Samples 145 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Exhumations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dangerous  Buildings  and  Structures ...  13 

Streams  and  Ponds  17 

Samples  of  River  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Squatters  Huts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as 

to  Health, 

including 

inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Inspections 

No,  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4,  and  fi  are  to  be  enforced  bv  Local 

Authorities  

18 

G 

Nil 

hactories  not  included  above  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  bv  the  Local 

Authority  

42 

3 

Nil 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority, 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises  

21 

3 

Nil 

81 

12 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

found: — 

N umber 
Found. 

5 

of  Defects. 
Remedied. 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Convenience  (S.7)  — 

Insufficient 

6 

5 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

3 

3 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  against  the  Act,  not  including 
offences  relating  to  out-work 

3 

3 

Total  ... 

17 

16 

Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Nil 

Referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  offences  in  respect  of  which  prose- 
cutions were  instituted  ...  ••• 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outworkers. 
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